The Landing of M-onmoutfi
thought they would land at Lyme. But at five o'clock the
post came In and it was rumoured through the little town
that the Mayor had official news that three vessels had sailed
from Holland with the Duke of Monmouth and his friends.
Those who know the little town with its steep street
leading down to the sands, and the ancient Cobb and
harbour sheltered from the West, and the old church on
the eastern cliffs, can picture the puzzled inhabitants gazing
anxiously at the strange vessels from points of vantage on
the surrounding hills. The Mayor and his friends went on
to the look-out on the Church Cliffs. This has long ago
fallen into the sea. Indeed, much of the graveyard is now
threatened by the waves. It became clear that the vessels
were creeping inshore and making for the Cobb. Mr
Dassell, Captain Floyer and other prominent citizens, in
sound English fashion, " retired to a tavern to consider
what course should be taken." They then went to the
Mayor to request that a gun might be fired off. The Mayor
thought this very reasonable, but as there was no powder and
shot, this statesmanlike suggestion could not be carried out.
It was now a quarter after eight at night, and they went
on to the Church Cliffs. The vessels were much nearer in-
land and four boats full of armed men were making for the
Shore. The loyal and energetic Dassell found a friendly
merchant, got from him a permit to use four barrels of
powder lying to his order in a ship in the harbour, and ran
off across the sands towards the Cobb. Several seamen
joined him. He waded up to his middle, as the Cobb at
that time was separated from the shore at high tide, and
got into a little boat lying at anchor and rowed to the
ship. The skipper delivered him three barrels of powder,
but kept one for self-defence.
There were now seven boats full of armed men landing
on the west side of the Cobb. Dassell would have had
the skipper of the vessel in the harbour fire his guns at them,
but this the sensible fellow refused to do, so Dassell and a